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TH  IT^Tg-SEVE/NTH 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Bourne  Rural  Sanitary  Distridt, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1909. 


(To  THE  Bourne  Rural  District  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  iny  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1909,  I am 
pleased  to  be  able  lo  report  considerable  progress  in  many  matters 
concerning  the  sanitar}^  condition  of  this  district. 

i;  House-to-house  inspection  of  the  district  has  gone  on  during 

i the  past  year,  and,  thanks  to  the  persistence  of  your  Inspector, 
I most  of  the  insanitary  conditions  found  have  been  remedied.  This 
has  entailed  an  immense  amount  of  work,  as  you  will  readil}'  see 
from  the  figures  in  your  Inspector’s  Report.  Unfortunately  this 
zeal  for  the  public  health  has  not  alway  met  with  due  appreciation 
from  some  members  of  your  Council.  On  one  occasion,  several 
Councillors  seemed  to  think  that  your  officers  should  only  inspect 
those  houses  about  which  complaints  had  been  received.  To  investi- 
gate the  latter  is  no  doubt  an  important  part  of  the  duties  of  your 
Inspector ; but  to  find  out  the  various  sanitar^v  defects  of  the 
houses  which,  if  not  remedied,  will  in  time  lead  to  nuisances  and 
* disease,  ought  to  be  an  even  more  important  part  ol  his  duties. 

^ Fortunately  for  the  district,  this  larger  view  of  the  duties  of  your 

Inspector  found  favour  with  the  majority  of  your  Council,  and  it 
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is  to  be  hoped  that  no  further  attempts  will  be  made  to  interfere 
with  the  house-to-house  inspection  of  this  district. 

As  in  1903,  Billingborough  and  Deeping  St.  James  have 
come  in  for  a large  share  of  your  attention,  along  with  Langtoft 
and  Baston. 

Your  Sanitary  Committee,  after  very  careful  consideration 
of  the  state  of  matters  in  Billingborough,  recommended  that  a 
periodical  house-to-house  removal  of  all  refuse  should  he  under- 
taken hy  your  Council,  hut,  unfortunately,  this  recommendation 
did  not  meet  with  your  approval,  so  that  this  much  needed  reform, 
is  in  abeyance  for  the  present.  The  substitution  of  pan  closets 
and  privy  ashpits  for  the  old  privies  with  deep  vaults,  is  being 
carried  out  where  necessary,  hut  not  without  much  opposition  from 
several  members  of  your  Council,  regardless  of  the  fact  that  your 
Byelaws,  which  have  been  duly  approved  by  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  are  now  in  force,  do  not  sanction  the  building  of  deep 
vaults  in  connection  with  privies.  Much  discussion  has  taken 
place  over  the  merits  and  demerits  of  deep  vaults.  If  those 
members  of  your  Council  who  favor  the  deep  vaults  were  to  see 
what  I have  lately  seen  in  this  town,  when  some  alterations  were 
being  made  on  some  business  premises,  perhaps  they  would  alter 
their  opinion.  In  excavating  the  soil  of  the  basement  of  this 
building,  a malodoi'ous  fluid  was  observed  to  be  trickling  through 
underneath  the  boundary  wall  from  the  neighbouring  pi'ivy,  which 
was  provided  with  one  of  these  much-praised  deep  vaults.  I think 
this  ocular  demonstration  would  convince  most  people  that  the 
fluid  portion  of  the  contents  of  privies,  frequently  finds  its  way 
through  the  walls  of  the  privy  vault,  and  may  then  pursue  its 
course  to  the  neighbouring  well,  or  underneath  the  floor  of  the 
building,  and  be  the  means  of  causing  either  some  serious  disease 
or  chronic  ill-health. 

I may  here  mention  the  case  that  occurred  in  our  own 
district,  where  Enteric  fever  was  caused  through  a house-drain 
getting  blocked,  and  the  contents  of  the  drain  backing  into  a rain- 
water cistern  from  which  the  patient  obtained  her  drinking  water. 
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In  this  case,  the  overflow  pipe  from  the  rain-water  cistern  had 
been  connected  to  the  drain,  with  the  untoward  result  above 
mentioned  on  the  drain  becoming  blocked.  This  illustrates  the 
advantage  of  having  byelaws  for  Buildings  so  as  to  prevent  such 
things  being  done. 

With  regard  to  Deeping  St.  James  and  Market  Deeping, 
the  same  necessity  for  periodical  removal  of  house  refuse  exists 
as  in  Billingborough.  Pan  closets  and  privy  ashpits,  without 
periodical  removal  of  contents,  may  cause  as  great  nuisances  as 
the  old  deep  privy-vaults  ; the  remedy,  however,  lies  not  in  going 
back  to  the  latter,  but  in  adopting  the  suggestion  of  your  Sanitary 
Committee  for  a periodical  house-to-house  removal  of  all  refuse. 
The  cost  of  this  removal  has  been  much  exaggerated,  but  what- 
ever the  cost  it  is  the  only  rational  solution  of  this  much-debated 
question. 

The  drainage  of  Billingborough  continues  to  occupy  your 
attention  and  I regret  to  say  a satisfactory  arrangement  has  not 
yet  been  arrived  at. 

The  purity  of  your  water  supply  has  been  at  various  times 
under  consideration.  I have  analysed  27  samples,  and  of  these  17 
were  found  to  be  more  or  less  polluted.  Where  pollution  was 
found  to  exist  the  wells  have  either  been  closed,  or  they  have  been 
cleaned  out  and  repaired.  New  bores  have  been  sunk  in  Dunsby 
and  Aslackby  Fen,  and  the  Creeton  water  supply  has  been  success- 
fully accomplished.  A scheme  for  supplying  Deeping  St.  James 
with  pure  drinking  water  is  in  course  of  preparation,  and  I trust  it 
may  be  completed  in  the  course  of  this  year. 

The  arrangement  with  Stamford  Infirmary  to  treat  our 
Infectious  Oases  has  worked  smoothly  and  efficiently  during  the 
past  year,  the  patients  being  invariably  removed  within  a few 
hours  of  the  ambulance  being  sent  for. 

A steam  disinfector  has  been  purchased  and  found  to  work 
most  satisfactorily. 
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The  notification  of  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  ad- 
vocated  in  my  last  report,  has  been  adopted  with  the  substitution 
of  the  word  “ Voluntary  ” for  “ Compulsory.”  I venture  to  hope 
that  n)ost  cases  have  been  notified,  if  so,  w'e  may  congratulate  our- 
selves that  the  disease  is  not  common  in  this  district. 

Slaughterhouses. — Considerable  improvement  in  the 
condition  of  these  has  taken  place — walls  and  floors  have  in  many 
cases  been  rendered  impervious  and  sanitary  drains  put  in. 

The  Bakehouses  of  the  district  are  in  good  condition,  and 
in  most  cases  very  clean. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — I regret  to  say  that  very  little 
improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  cowsheds  of  this  district  has 
taken  place  during  the  past  year.  The  importance  of  paying 
strict  attention  to  the  cleanliness  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  was 
alluded  to  at  some  length  in  my  report  for  last  year.  I pointed 
out  then  how  various  diseases,  and  especially  Tuberculosis,  might 
be  conveyed  to  human  beings,  by  reason  of  the  absence  of 
scrupulous  cleanliness  in  obtaining  and  storing  the  milk.  Eegula- 
tious  for  the  cubic  space,  ventilation,  paving,  and  draining  of  the 
cowsheds  have  been  di'awn  up,  but,  unfortunately,  they  are  rendered 
of  little  use  in  a great  many  cases  by  the  action  of  your  Council  in 
making  them  apply  only  to  those  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  where 
milk  is  regularly  sold.  If  Bovine  Tuberculosis  is  to  be  stamped 
out,  it  can  only  be  done  by  the  same  means  that  are  adopted  to 
prevent  Human  Tuberculosis,  viz. — ample  cubic  space,  efiicient 
ventilation,  impervious  floors,  proper  drainage,  and  perfect 
cleanliness.  All  Cowsheds  should  he  made  to  conform  to  your 
regulations. 


The  provision  of  suitable  dwellings  for  the  Working  Classes 
has  been  made  easier  by  the  passing  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  &c..  Act,  1909, which  lays  dowm  in  its  very  first  section  that 
part  III.  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classess  Act,  1890,  shall, 
after  the  commencement  of  this  Act,  extend  to  and  take  effect  in 
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even'  Urban  or  Rural  District  or  other  place  for  w’hich  it  has  not 
been  adopted,  as  if  it  had  been  so  adopted. 

Owing  to  a widely  spread  epidemic  of  Measles,  many  of  the 
Schools  have  been  closed  for  periods  of  2 and  3 weeks,  viz.,  at 
Dunsby,  Morton,  Baston,  Thurlby,  Langtoft,  Market  Deeping, 
Deeping  St.  James,  Little  Bytbam,  and  Corby.  Sometimes  the 
schools  are  closed  on  the  recommendation  of  the  medical  Inspector 
of  Schools — Dr.  A.  H.  Lowe,  of  Grantham,  but  when  this  is  done 
he  always  communicates  with  me  immediately,  so  that  I may 
know  what  is  being  done.  By  this  means  the  disadvantages  of  a 
dual  authority  are  obviated. 

The  annual  tables  of  statistics  require  some  explanation. 

Table  I.  gives  the  vital  statistics  of  the  whole  district  for 
1909  and  the  ten  previous  years. 

The  number  of  birtbs  is  315,  being  5 more  than  occurred  in 
1908,  and  15  more  than  occurred  in  1907 — the  year  in  which  the 
fewest  births  occurred  in  this  district.  This  gives  a birth  rate  of 
25-7. 

The  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  Bourne  Rural 
District  amounts  to  194,  being  9 fewer  than  occurred  in  1908. 
The  death  rate  is,  therefore,  14-7. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  1 year,  is  48,  just 
double  the  number  that  occurred  in  1908,  giving  an  Infantile 
death  rate  of  152'3.  This  means  that  out  of  evexy  1000  bii'ths 
152  die  before  reaching  the  age  of  12  months. 

Table  II.  gives  the  vital  statistics-  for  each  of  the  four 
districts  into  which  the  Bourne  Rui'al  District  is  divided. 

The  death  rate  at  all  ages  for  these  districts  varies  as 
follows,  13'2  for  Aslackby,  18'9  for  Bourne  Rural,  13‘6  for  Corby, 
and  17'9  for  Deeping.  The  infantile  death  i-ate  for  the  diffei'ent 
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districts  varies  in  a remarkable  way,  being  181  in  Aslackby,  123  in 
Bourne,  157  in  Corby,  and  152  in  Deeping,  so  that  it  is  highest 
in  the  Aslackby  district,  which  has  the  lowest  general  death  rate, 
and  it  is  lowest  in  the  Bourne  District,  which  has  tlie  highest 
general  death  rate.  The  birth  rate  is  20  for  Aslackby,  34’4  for 
Bourne,  22-9  for  Corby,  and  27‘5  for  Deeping. 

Table  III.  gives  the  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified 
during  1909. 

There  were  31  cases  notified,  including  5 cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  which  became  notifiable  for  the  first  time  during 
1909,  whereas  there  were  78  cases  of  infectious  disease  in  1908, 
112  cases  in  1907,  and  137  cases  in  1906.  This  is  the  smallest 
number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  in  any  year  since 
notification  became  compulsory  in  this  district  in  1892.  The 
cases  in  1909  included  14  cases  of  Diphtheria  with  2 deaths,  9 cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever,  2 cases  of  Erysipelas,  and  1 case  of  Enteric 
Fever,  all  of  which  recovered,  and  5 cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis, 4 of  which  have  already  proved  fatal.  The  cases  were 
distributed  fairly  equally  in  the  four  districts,  viz.,  8 in  Aslackby, 
7 ‘in  Bourne,  9 in  Corby,  and  7 in  Deeping.  The  low  number  of 
cases  of  Infectious  Disease  may,  I think,  be  attributed  partly  to 
tlie  fact  that  we  have  tiow  an  Infectious  Hospital  at  Stamford  to 
which  we  can  send  those  cases  which  are  most  liable  to  spread 
infection  through  deficient  means  of  home  isolation,  and  if  this  be 
so  your  Council  ought  to  consider  the  money  spent  in  providing 
this  hospital  accommodation  a good  investment. 

Table  IV.  gives  causes  of,  and  ages  at,  death  during  1909. 

The  total  number  of  deaths — 194 — is  smaller  than  in  1908, 
when  it  was  203.  The  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  was  16, 
compared  with  21  in  1908,  and  16  in  1907.  I have  to  point  out, 
for  the  third  year  in  succession,  that  there  are  more  than 
twice  as  many  deaths  from  Cancer  in  the  Aslackby  and  Deeping 
districts  as  there  are  in  the  Bourne  and  Corby  districts — the 
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actual  figures  being  6 deaths  in  Aslackby,  and  6 in  Deeping, 
whereas  there  are  only  3 in  Bourne,  and  1 in  Corby  ; or  to  take 
the  numbers  for  the  last  three  years,  we  get  19  deaths  from  Cancer 
in  the  Aslackby,  and  the  same  number  in  th.  Deeping  District, 
and  only  8 in  the  Bourne,  and  7 in  the  Corby  District.  The 
numbers  are  too  small  to  theorise  on,  but  they  certainly  lead  one  to 
consider  the  conditions  in  the  different  districts  which  may  cause 
such  varying  results. 

The  deaths  from  Tubercular  diseases  are  practically  the 
same  in  number  as  in  1908,  viz.  13  in  1909,  and  12  in  1908.  The 
Corby  district  had  only  one  death,  whereas  each  of  the  other 
districts  had  4 deaths.  In  my  report  for  last  year,  I expressed  a 
hope  that  this  Council  would  make  notification  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  compulsory.  I am  pleased  to  record  that  you  were 
willing  to  do  this,  but  the  Local  Government  Board  recommended 
the  notification  to  be  made  voluntary  in  the  first  instance,  and 
you  have  adopted  their  recommendation.  So  far  this  notification 
of  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  has  given  rise  to  no  complaints 
on  the  part  of  the  patients,  whereas  it  has  abundantly  proved  that 
the  homes  of  the  Consumptive  are  to  be  found  chiefly  amongst 
the  over-crowded,  badly  ventilated,  and  otherwise  insanitary 
houses.  Some  extreme  cases  have  been  brought  under  your 
notice,  and  steps  have  been  taken  to  remedy  the  worst  of  the 
defects,  but  this  must  be  a woz’k  of  time.  Leaflets,  with  brief  in- 
formation as  to  the  causes  of  this  disease,  and  with  simple  rules 
for  preventing  its  spread  amongst  the  other  inmates  of  the  houses, 
have  been  printed,  and  these  are  distributed  to  every  house  where 
a case  of  Consumption  occurs.  What  we  most  urgently  want  is  a 
Sanatorium  for  the  early  cases,  and  a hospital  for  the  old-standing 
and  incurable  cases.  If  each  Sanitary  district  in  this  country 
were  provided  with  such  means  of  treating  both  early  and  late 
cases.  Tuberculosis  might  be  stamped  out  as  pompletely  as  Leprosy 
has  been  in  this  country. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  diseases  of  the  Respiratory 
organs,  other  than  Tuberculosis,  is  29,  as  compared  with  23  in  1908. 
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This  was  doubtless  due  to  the  unfavourable  meteorological  con- 
ditions that  prevailed  in  1909. 

Heart  diseases  caused  23  deaths. 

Measles  gave  rise  to  5 deaths,  whereas  there  were  none 
from  Measles  in  190H,  on  the  other  hand  there  were  only  3 deaths 
from  Whooping  Cough,  whereas  in  1908  Whooping  Cough  caused 
12  deaths. 

Table  V.  gives  the  Infantile  Mortality  in  1909. 

I have  already  called  attention  to  the  high  death  rate  of 
children  under  one  year,  viz.,  152-3  per  1000  births.  As  compared 
with  last  year  the  chief  increases  have  taken  place  under  the 
headings  of  Premature  birth  and  Debility  from  birth  (15  instead  of 
4),  and  under  Convulsions  and  Bronchitis  (10  instead  of  5).  It 
shows  the  necessity  of  dealing  with  a succession  of  years  before 
arriving  at  a reliable  estimation  of  a death  rate.  If  we  take  the 
last  three  years  we  find  that  the  Infantile  death  rate  works  out  at 
103,  quite  a reasonable  rate  compared  with  other  places. 

I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Bourne,  Kith  February,  1910. 


JOHN  GALLETLY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TABLE  I. 

BOURNE  EURAL  DISTRICT. 


Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1909  and  previous  Years. 


Births. 

Total  Deaths  Registered  in  the 
District. 

Total 

Deaths 

Deaths  of 
Non- 

Deaths  of 
Residents 

Nett  Deaths  at  all 
Ages  belonging  to 

Population 
estimated  to 
Middle  of  each 

IN 

residents 

r(  gistered 
in  Public 
Institu- 

Year. 

Under  1 year  of  Age. 

At  all  Ages. 

Pdblic 

Institu- 

tions 

IN  THE 

Distict. 

regist.-red 
in  Public 

Year, 

Number, 

Rate* 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1.003 
Births 
registered 

Number. 

Rate* 

Institu- 
tions in 
the 

District. 

tions 

beyond 

the 

District. 

Number. 

Rate* 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1899 

20,354 

405 

19-8 

71 

175-3 

260 

12-7 

1900 

15.229 

360 

23-6 

33 

91-6 

206 

13-5 

1901 

13.401 

350 

26T 

39 

111-4 

192 

14-3 

1 

1902 

13,322 

312 

23-4 

41 

128-2 

202 

15-1 

1903 

13,353 

351 

26’2 

52 

148-1 

197 

14-7 

1904 

13,367 

350 

26T 

38 

108-5 

193 

14-4 

1905 

13,332 

390 

22-3 

31 

104 

186 

13-9 

1906 

13,359 

342 

25  5 

28 

81-8 

203 

15-1 

1907 

12,464 

300 

24 

25 

83-3 

183 

14-6 

19 

202 

16-2 

1908 

12,348 

310 

25-1 

23 

74-2 

186 

15 

17 

203 

16-4 

Averages 
for  years 
1899-1908 

14,052 

347 

24-2 

38 

110-6 

200 

14-3 

1909 

12,232 

315 

25-7 

48 

152-3 

181 

14-7 

13 

194 

15-8 

* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estirnated  population. 

At  Census  1901 — Total  population  at  all  ages,  13,212.  Number  of  inhabited  houses,  309 (. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4-26. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water),  78,573. 


TABLE  II. 

BOUBNE  KURAL  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1909  and  previous  years. 


Names  of 

1. 

-ASLACKBY. 

2 

—BOURNE. 

3,-CORBY. 

4.-DEEPING. 

Localities. 

Yeah. 

Population  esti- 
mated to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Births  regis- 
tered. 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages. 

Deaths  under 

1 year. 

Population  esti- 

mated to  middle 
of  each  year. 

— 

Births 

registered 

Deaths  at  all 

Ages. 

Deaths  under 

1 year 

Population  esti- 

mated to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Births 

registered 

Deaths  at  all 

ages. 

Deaths  under 

1 year. 

Population  esti- 

mated to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Births 

registered. 

Deaths  at  all 

Ages. 

Deaths  under 

1 year. 

a 

b 

c 

d 

a 

h 

c 

d 

a 

b 

c 

d 

a 

b 

c 

d 

1899 

5878 

111 

58 

4 

6592 

126 

94 

30 

3699 

91 

54 

13 

4185 

77 

54 

14 

1900 

5906 

105 

52 

8 

1386 

70 

53 

10 

3727 

82 

45 

7 

4210 

103 

56 

8 

1901 

4082 

104 

56 

13 

2875 

76 

40 

8 

2871 

85 

44 

10 

3569 

85 

52 

8 

1902 

4060 

96 

60 

12 

2865 

69 

40 

7 

2858 

71 

43 

11 

3539 

76 

59 

11 

1903  . . 

4050 

98 

59 

10 

2868 

83 

49 

14 

2869 

72 

39 

10 

3566 

98 

50 

18 

1904  . . 

4064 

100 

53 

10 

2873 

74 

43 

7 

2865 

89 

38 

10 

3565 

87 

59 

11 

1905  . . 

4058 

96 

58 

8 

2870 

69 

27 

4 

2855 

55 

44 

10 

3549 

78 

57 

9 

1906 

4065 

90 

47 

7 

2895 

87 

41 

6 

2858 

80 

44 

8 

3541 

84 

71 

7 

1907  . . 

3882 

85 

57 

5 

2644 

71 

42 

5 

2563 

60 

47 

10 

3382 

84 

56 

6 

1908  . . 

3858 

97 

63 

10 

2613 

73 

49 

6 

2521 

67 

36 

4 

3356 

73 

55 

5 

Averages  , 
of  Years  | 

4390 

98 

56 

9 

3048 

79 

47 

9 

2968 

75 

43 

9 

3646 

84 

56 

9 

1899  to 

1908.  ' 

1909  . . 

3840 

77 

51 

14 

2585 

89 

49 

11 

2483 

57 

34 

9 

3337 

92 

60 

14 
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TABLE  III. 

BOUENE  EUEAL  DISTEICT. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1909. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

Cases  Notified  in  Whole  District. 

Total  Cases  Notified 
IN  EACH  Locality. 

No.  of  Cases  removed  to 
Hospital  from  each  locality. 

Total 

cases 

re- 

moved 

to 

Hos- 

pital. 

At  all 
Ages. 

At  Ages 

— Years. 

Aslackby. 

Bourne. 

Corby. 

Deeping. 

Aslackby. 

Bourne. 

Corby. 

Deeping. 

Under 

1 

1 to 
5 

5 to 
15 

15  to 
25 

25  to 
65 

65  anc 
up- 
wards 

Small-pox  . . 

Cholera 

Diphtheria  (including 

Membranous  croup)  . . 

14 

•• 

4 

5 

4 

1 

4 

2 

6 

2 

1 

2 

3 

Erysipelas  . . 

2 

1 

1 

. . 

. • 

2 

, , 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

5 

1 

3 

. . 

. • 

4 

. • 

3 

2 

1 

2 

3 

Typhus  Fever 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

• . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

1 

1 

.. 

Relapsing  Fever  . . 

Continued  Fever  . . 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

Plague  

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

5 

•• 

•• 

2 

3 

2 

3 

Totals 

31 

9 j 

6 

9 

5 

1 

8 

7 

9 

7 

1 

3 

2 

6 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL— STAMFORD  HOSPITAL. 
Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated,  3. 


TABLE  IV. 

BOURNE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at.  Death  during  1909. 


Causes  op  Death. 

Deaths  in  whole  District  at  subjoined  Ages. 

Deaths  in  Localities  (at 
ALL  Ages). 

In 

Bourne 

Workhouse. 

All 

Ages 

Under 
1 year 

1 and 
under 
5. 

5 and 
under 
15. 

15  and 
under 
25. 

25  and 
under 
65. 

65  and 
up- 
wards. 

Xi 

O 

c/3 

CD 

fl 

U 

^3 

O 

CQ 

$-1 

o 

O 

GD 

.s 

‘P4 

CD 

O 

P 

Small-pox 

Measles 

5 

2 

3 

1 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping-cough  . . 

.3 

1 

2 

. , 

• • 

. , 

3 

Diphtheria  (including 

Membranous  croup)  . . 

2 

1 

1 

. . 

. . 

1 

. . 

1 

. . 

Croup 

1 Typhus  . . 

Fever  | Enteric  . . 

1 Other  continued 

Epidemic  influenza 

3 

, , 

1 

2 

2 

1 

Cholera 

Plague 

Diarrhoea.  (See  notes  at 

back.) 

5 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Enteritis.  (See  notes  at 

back. 

2 

1 

, , 

1 

. . 

1 

1 

. . 

. . 

Gastritis.  (See  notes  at 

back.) 

2 

2 

, , 

, , 

1 

1 

. . 

Puerperal  fever.  (See 

notes  at  back.) 

Erysipelas  . . 

Phthisis,  (Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis.) 

9 

1 

1 

7 

, . 

3 

3 

3 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

4 

•3. 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease. 

(See  notes  at  back.) 

16 

9 

7 

6 

3 

1 

6 

Bronchitis  . . 

16 

5 

2 

9 

2 

6 

2 

6 

Pneumonia  . . 

10 

2 

3 

i 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

4 

3 

Pleurisy 

1 

. . 

. , 

. . 

1 

1 

• . 

Other  diseases  of  Respira- 

tory  organs. 

2 

. . 

2 

2 

' . 

Alcoholism  i 

O 

9 

1 

3 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  t 

4: 

* • 

• • 

Venereal  diseases 

Premature  birth 

9 

9 

. . 

3 

3 

1 

2 

Diseases  and  accidents 

of  parturition 

Heart  diseases 

23 

1 

, . 

1 

4 

17 

8 

5 

2 

8 

Accidents 

3 

1 

1 

1 

. « 

1 

1 

1 

Suicides 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Infantile  Atrophy  . . 

8 

8 

. • 

. . 

1 

3 

3 

1 

Diabetes 

5 

4 

1 

3 

. - 

1 

1 

Kidney  Diseases  . . 

1 

. , 

1 

1 

Peritonitis 

1 

1 

. • 

1 

All  other  causes 

56 

10 

2 

3 

10 

31 

15 

15 

9 

17 

All  causes  . . 

194 

46 

11 

2 

10 

47 

78 

51 

49 

34 

60 

(rt) 


In  Table  IV.,  all  deaths  of  “ Residents  ” occurring  in  public  institutions,  whether  within 
or  without  the  district,  are  to  be  included  with  the  other  deaths  in  the  90'unins  for  the 
several  Age  groups  (columns  2-8).  They  are  also,  in  columns  9-15,  to  be  mcluded  among 
the  deaths  in  tlieir  respective  “Localities”  according  to  the  previous  addresses  ot  the 
Lceased  as  given  by  the  Registrars.  Deaths  of  “Non-residents  occurring  in  public 
institutions  in  the  district  are  in  like  manner  to  be  excluded  horn  columns  2-8  and  9-lo  of 
Table  IV. 

(b)  See  notes  on  Table  I.  as  to  the  meaning  of  “ Residents  ’’  and  “ ^Th° 

the  “ Public  Institutions  ” to  be  taken  into  account  for  the  puposes  of  these  Tables.  The 
“ Localities  ” in  Table  IV.  should  be  the  same  as  those  in  Tables  II.  and  ill. 


(c) 


id) 


(e) 


All  deaths  occurring  in  public  institutions  situated  within  the  distiict,  whether 
“ Residents”  or  of  “Non-residents,”  are,  in  addition  to  being  dealt  with  as  in  note  (a),  to 
be  entered  in  the  last  column  of  Table  IV.  The  total  number  in  this  column  should 
equal  the  figures  for  the  year  in  column  9,  Table  I. 

The  total  deaths  in  the  several  “ Localities ’’ in  columns  9-15  of 

those  for  the  year  in  the  same  localities  in  Tab  e II,  sub-columns  c.  The  total  deaths  at 
all  ages  in  column  2 of  Table  IV.  should  equal  the  gross  total  of  columns  9-15,  and  the 
flexures  for  the  year  in  column  12  of  Table  I.  ^ 

Under  the  heading  of  “Diarrhoea”  are  to  be  included  deaths  registered  as  due  to 
Epidemic  diarrhoea.  Epidemic  enteritis,  Infecti\^  enteritis, 

diarrhoea.  Dysentery  and  Dysenteric  diarrhoea.  Choleraic  diarrhoea.  Cholera  (other  than 
Asiatic  or  epidemic),  and  Cholera  Nostras. 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  secondary  to  some  other  well-defined  disease  should  be  included  under 
the  latter. 

Deaths  from  Enteritis,  Muco-Enteritis,  Gastro-Enteritis,  and  Gastritis  (see  under  the 
heading  Diarrhoeal  Diseases  in  Table  V.)  in  Tables  IV.  and  V.  should  be  placed 
ately  below,  but  separately  from,  those  enumerated  under  the  heading  Diarrhma  as 
defied  by  enumeration  above.  This  is  particularly  important  for  deaths  under  one  year 
of  age  as  many  of  the  deaths  in  infancy  returned  as  due  to  Enteritis  are  really  caused  by 
Epidemic  diarrhoea.  In  the  course  of  years,  by  the  adoption  of  this  recoinmendation  it 
will  be  practicable  to  ascertain  the  probable  amount  of  transfer  between  these  different 

(f)  S^the  headings  of  “ Cancer”  and“  Puerperal  fever”  should  be  included  all  registered 
^ deaths  from  causes  comprised  within  these  general  terms.  Thus ; Under  Caimer  shou  d 
be  included  deaths  from  Cancer,  Carcinoma,  Malignant  disease,  Scirrhus,  Epithelioma, 
Sarcoma,  Villous  tumour,  and  Papilloma  of  bladder.  Rodent  ulcer.  I^der  Puerperal 
Fever”  are  to  be  included  deathsfrom  Pysemia,  Septicaemia,  Sapraemia,  Pelvic  peritonitis, 
Peri-and  Endo-Metritis  occurring  in  the  Puerperium. 

(ul  Under  “ Congenital  Defects  ” in  Table  V.  are  to  be  included  deaths  from  Atelectasis,  Icterus 
neonatorumrUavel  haemorrhage.  Malformation  and  Congenital  hydrocephalus. 


Under  “Tuberculous  Meningitis  ” are  to  be  included  deaths  from  Acute  hydrocephalus. 
Under  “Other  Tuberculous  Diseases”  are  to  be  included  death  from  Tuberculosis, 
Tuberculosis  of  bones,  joints  and  other  organs.  Lupus  and  Scrofula. 

(7)  All  deaths  certified  by  registered  Medical  Practitioners  and  all  Inquest  cases  are  to  be 
classed  as  “ Certified”  ; all  other  deaths  are  1;0  be  regarded  as 


{h) 

{i) 


• Uncertified. 


In  recording  the  facts  under  the  various  headings  of  Tables  I.,  II.,  III.,  IV., 
and  V.,  attention  has  been  given  to  the  notes  on  the  Table. 

JOHN  GALLETLY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


16th  February,  1910. 


TABLE  Y. 

BOURNE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1909. 


CAUSE  OP  DEATH. 


All  ) Certified 


Causes 


.1 


Uncertified 


Common 

Infectious 

Diseases. 


Diarrhoeal 

Diseases. 


W asting 
Diseases. 


Tuberculous 

Diseases. 


Other 

Causes. 


Small-pox 
Chicken-pox  . . 
Measles 

■i  Scarlet  Fever  . . 
Diphtheria  (including 
Meinbranous  Croup) 

‘ Whooping  Cough 
Diarrhoea,  all  forms  . 
Enteritis,  Muoo-enteri- 
tis,  Gastro-enteritis 
I Gastritis,  Gastro- 
i intestinal  Catarrh 
/ Premature  Birth 
Congenital  Defects 
I Injury  at  Birth 
-(  Want  of  Breast-milk, 
Starvation 
Atrophy,  Debility, 

\ Marasmus 

/Tuberculous  Meningitis 
1 Tuberculous  Peritonitis 
J Tabes  Mesenterica 
I Other  Tuberculous 
\ Diseases 

/Erysipelas 
Syphilis.. 

Rickets  . . 

Meningitis 

(not  Tuberculous 
I Convulsions 
Bronchitis 
Laryngitis 
Pneumonia 
Suffocation,  overlying 
Other  Causes  . . 


TOTALS 


<D 

O) 


O) 

cs 


CO 

CN 


<u 

(D 


CO 


(D  • 


18 


18 


1-2  Months. 

2-3  Months. 

3-4  Months. 

4-5  Months. 

5-6  Months. 

rj 

o 

to 

-tJ 

o 

ksri 

GO 

1 

8-9  Months. 

9-10  Months. 

10-11  Months. 

1 11-12  Months. 

1 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

one 

Year. 

4 

5 

2 

2 

5 

4 

1 

4 

2 

48 

. . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

. . 

1 

3 

1 

. . 

. . 

•• 

1 

2 

1 

1 

8 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

1 

. . 

1 

• • 

* * 

1 

1 

• * 

• • 

2 

1 

5 

• * 

1 

L 

1 

1 

2 

5 

1 

.. 

1 

2 

.. 

, 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

5 

2 

2 

5 

4 

1 

1 

4 

2 

48 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1909-12,232.  Births  in  the  Year-Legitimate,  294  ; 
Deaths  in  the  Year-Legitimate,  38  ; Illegitimate,  10.  Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all 


Illegitimate,  21. 
Ages — 194. 


V 


y 


► 


f . \ .A 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1 909,  for  the  Rural  District  of  Bourne, 
(Lines.),  on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES,  AND  HOMEWORK. 


1.  INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Includinij  hispections  in  idc  by  Sanitary  bispector  or  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 


Workstiops 

Workplaces 


Total 


Number  of 


Inspections. 


190 

45 


235 


Written  Notices. 


18 


18 


2.-DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Number  of  Defects. 

P&i  biculstrs. 

Found. 

Remedied, 

Nmsances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 

Want  of  cleanliness 

8 

8 

Want  of  ventilation 

3 

3 

Want  of  drainage  floors 

4 

5 

Other  nuisances 

11 

11 

Sanitary  accommodation  unsuitable  or  defective 

4 

4 

Totals 

30 

31 

4.-REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops  on  the  Register,  (s  131)  at  end  of  the  Year. 

Number. 

Bakehouses 

41 

Blacksmiths 

24 

Carpenters  and -Joiners 

15 

Saddlers 

10 

Shoemakers 

11 

Tailors 

9 

Miscellaneous 

24 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Kegister... 

134 

16th  February.,  1910. 


JOHN  GALLETLY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


^ y 


\ 


7 


I 


P 

i 

a 


K 


\ 


^ . A * 


: • -a 

\ 


9 


Bourne  Rural  District  Council. 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES, 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  second 
Annual  Statement,  and  particulars  ol'  Sanitary  Works  executed 
under  your  authority,  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1909. 

In  the  following  tables  are  recorded  the  inspections,  and  the 
results  of  action  taken  under  the  various  Acts  and  Orders  that  are 


in  force  in  this  District,  concerning  Public  Health. 

INSPECTIONS. 

No.  of  House-to-house  inspections  ...  ...  605 

,,  Premises  visited  on  complaint  ...  84 

,,  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  inspected  ...  183 

,,  Slaughterhouses  ,,  ...  182 

,,  Workshops  ' ,,  ...  194 

,,  Schools  ,,  ...  20 

,,  Petrol  Stores  ,,  ...  10 

,,  New  Houses  ,,  ...  28 

,,  Common  lodging  houses  ,,  ...  4 

,,  Works  in  pi’ogress  ,,  ...  398 

,,  Appointments  with  owners,  agents,  &c.  266 

,,  Re-inspections  and  visits  to  premises 

not  included  in  the  above  ...  ...  810 

,,  Inspections  upon  notification  of  • 

Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  63 


Total  ...  2847 


]0 


Results  of  above  inspections,  &c.,  and  the  clerical  work  incidental 
thereto. 

No.  of  Nuisances  and  contraventions  found  ...  1186 

II  II  II  II  abated 

or  remedied .. . ...  ...  ...  1120 

„ Letters  & reports  to  owners,  &c., written  688 

,,  Statutory  notices  served  to  abate 

nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

„ Statutory  notices  served,  complied  with  26 

„ Summons  ordered,  for  non-compliance 

with  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

„ Certificates  for  new  houses,  issued  ...  15 

The  summons  were  withdrawn,  upon  the  defendants  carrying 
out  the  works  forthwith,  and  paying  the  costs. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  WORKS  EXECUTED. 


No.  of  Premises  cleansed  and  limewashed  ...  61 

„ Premises  repaired  (roofs,  floors,  &c.)  173 

„ Premises  provided  with  eaves-gutters 

and  spouting  ...  ...  ...  98 

„ Rooms  provided  with  means  of  light 

and  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  79 

„ Yards  paved  with  impervious  materials  92 

„ Houses  provided  with  drains  ...  ...  138 

„ Insanitary  drains  remedied  ...  ...  82 

,,  Cesspools  constructed  ...  ...  39 

,,  Dilapidated  and  insanitary  midden 

privies  abolished  ...  ...  ...  93 

„ Privies  repaired,  ventilated,  &c.  ...  69 

,,  Earth-closets  constructed  ...  ...  87 

„ Pan  (or  pail)  closets  constructed  ...  42 

„ Covered  ashpits  constructed  ...  ...  22 

„ Insanitary  urinals  rectified  ...  ...  13 

,,  Urinals  constructed  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  Offensive  accumulations  removed  ...  213 

,,  Overcrowding  cases  abated  ...  ...  4 


Total  ...  1308 


11 


HOUSING  OF  THE  WOEKING  CLASSES  ACTS. 

Notices  were  served  under  these  Acts,  affecting  22  cottages,  with 
the  result  that  3 cottages  were  closed,  & 19  rendered  fit  for  habitation. 

A considerable  amount  of  improvements  have  been  effected 
without  having  recourse  to  the  powers  that  the  Council  possess. 

It  is  the  expressed  wish  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  that  your 
Inspector  should  endeavour  to  get  the  requisite  improvements 
effected,  and  thus  if  possible  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  reporting 
defects  to  them. 

This  is  done  in  all  cases,  and  reports  are  only  presented  when 
all  other  means  have  failed. 

Some  improvements  have  been  carried  out,  at  the  property  men- 
tioned in  the  report  for  1908  as  being  in  abeyance  : but  further 
improvement  is  necessary. 

There  were  15  certificates  issued  during  the  year  in  respect  of  new 
houses,  being  an  increase  of  4 on  the  preceding  year. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

No.  of  Samples  of  Well  Water  taken,  and  analysed 

by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ...  27 

„ Samples  certified  to  be  polluted  ...  17 

,,  Premises  newly  supplied  by  Artesian  Well  7 
,,  Ordinary  Wells  Sunk  ...  ...  ...  4 

„ Wells  Cleansed  and  Repaired  ...  ...  31 

„ Wells  Closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

In  consequence  of  the  shortage  of  water  at  the  cottages  upon  the 
higher  parts  of  the  public  supply  at  Dunsby,  an  additional  boring 
has  been  made,  which  has  resulted  in  providing  a continuous 
supply  to  all  the  cottages. 

Works  have  been  constructed  by  the  Council  at  a spring  at 
Counthorpe,  from  which  the  village  of  Creeton  is  now  supplied  by 
standpipes. 

In  May  a special  report  was  made  upon  the  water  supply  of 
the  populous  part  of  the  Parish  of  Deeping  St.  James,  and  at  a 
subsequent  meeting  theCouncil’s  Surveyor  and  Inspector  were 
directed  to  prepare  a scheme  for  the  supply  of  a part  of  the  Parish 
with  water  from  the  boring  mentioned  in  the  1908  report. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

163  inspections  and  visits  liave  been  made  to  premises  where 
Infectious  Disease  has  occurred,  as  against  184  in  1908,  due  to  a 
decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  notified. 

No.  of  Premises  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  28 

„ Statutory  notices  served  to  strip  rooms 

and  limewash  ...  ...  ...  8 

DAIEIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS  OEDEES. 
The  numbers  of  persons  on  the  register  at  the  close  of  the  year 


is  28,  being  an  increase  of  6. 

No.  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  183 

„ Contraventions  of  the  Orders  remedied  70 
as  follows : — 

Unregistered  Traders,  Eegistered  ...  ...  5 

Cowsheds  Cleansed  and  Limewashed  ...  ...  16 

,,  Disused  as  Unlit  ...  ...  ...  5 

,,  Constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  Provided  with  Means  of  Light  ...  6 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Ventilation  6 

,,  ,,  ,,  Drains  ...  ...  5 

,,  Properly  paved  ...  ...  ...  9 

Dairy  floors  paved  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cases  of  Swine-keeping  in  Cowshed  ...  ...  2 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Wells  Cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


In  January  a report  upon  the  general  condition  of  the  Cowsheds 
and  Dairies  was  presented  to  the  Council,  (report  appended),  and 
a Sub-Committee  was  appointed  to  consider  it  in  detail. 

The  Sub-Committee  drew  up  the  following  minimum  require- 
ments : — 

ALTEEATIONS  TO  COWSHEDS. 

Air  Sp.\ce. — 600  cubic  feet  per  cow. 

Lighting. — 4 square  feet  of  glass  to  every  100  square  feet  of  floor 
space,  (one  twenty-fifth  of  floor  space) : so  arranged 
as  to  light  every  part  of  the  shed,  therefore  best 
situated  in  the  roof. 
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Ventilation.  40  square  inches  per  cow  for  “inlets,”  and  the 
same  for  “ outlets.” 

The  “ inlets  ” to  be  permanent  and  from  6 to  7 
feet  above  the  floor,  and  so  arranged  as  to  prevent 
draught  upon  the  cattle.  The  “ outlets  ” to  be  at  the 
ridge  in  all  cases  ; preferably  by  “ louvred  ” openings. 
Floor. — To  be  constructed  of  impervious  materials,  and  properly 
laid  and  graded  so  as  to  take  away  all  liquids  falling 
upon  it. 

Drainage. — A broad  shallow  channel  to  be  formed  in  the  floor  at 
a suitable  distance  from  the  manger,  and  leading  to  a 
trapped  gully  outside  the  shed.  No  gully  or  covered 
drain  to  be  inside  the  shed,  and  the  drain  to  lead  to  a 
suitable  outfall,  at  least  20  feet  from  the  cowshed. 
NEW  COWSHEDS. 

.\11  new  cowsheds  to  be  constructed  of  impervious  materials, 
and  to  contain  800  cubic  feet  of  air  space  per  cow,  and  the 
minimum  requirements  to  be  observed  in  regard  to  other  matters 
viz. : Lighting,Ventilation,  and  Di-ainage. 

The  recommendations  of  the  Sub-Committee  were  adopted  by 
the  Council  at  their  meeting  in  June. 

In  presenting  the  requirements  to  the  Council,  the  Sub-Committee 
thought  fit  to  preface  them  by  a recommendation  that  “ no  action 
be  taken  against  cowkeepers  and  dairymen  other  than  those  who 
regularly  sell  milk.” 

A majority  of  persons  carry  on  the  trade  of  cowkeeper  and 
dairyman  for  the  purpose  of  making  butter  or  cheese,  or  both,  and 
tbe  result  of  the  recommendation  which  was  adopted  is  that  no 
very  effective  measures  can  be  taken  to  secure  reform  of  the  con- 
ditions under  which  this  trade  is  carried  on  by  many  persons,  and 
it  also  has  a tendency  to  encourage  persons  to  plead  the  fact  that 
they  make  butter  or  cheese,  as  an  excuse  for  not  having  improve- 
ments carried  out,  even  although  they  may  be  selling  a part  of 
their  milk. 

SLAUGtITERHOUSES. 

There  are  27  premises  on  the  register,  26  “ Registered  ” and  1 
enced”  slaughterhouse. 
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182  inspections  of  these  premises  have  been  made,  and  they 
were  generally  found  to  be  kept  in  a cleanly  manner. 

The  keeping  of  offal  and  hides  in  the  Slaughterhouse  for  a 
longer  time  than  is  permitted  by  the  Bye-laws  occurred  most 
frequently,  but  these  infringements  were  remedied  on  verbal 
notice  from  your  Inspector. 

Contraventions  of  Bye-laws  remedied  ...  ...  29 

Defective  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Defective  walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Want  of  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Want  of  through  ventilation  . . ...  ...  2 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  ...  ...  8 

Premises  used  as  pigstye  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dog  kept  in  Slaughterhouse  ...  ...  ...  ] 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

The  number  of  workshops  and  workplaces  now  on  the  register 
isH34 : an  increase  of  25,  and  they  are  classified  as  follows  : — 

Bakers  ...  •••  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Blacksmiths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Carpenters  and  Joiners  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Cycle  Repairers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Saddlers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Shoemakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Tailors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Wheelwrights  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

The  following  defects  were  remedied,  and  include  those  defects 
at  the  workshop  referred  to  in  the  report  for  1908,  as  not  then 
having  been  complied  with. 

Workshops  repaired,  roofs,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  floors  laid  or  relaid  ...  ...  ...  3 

Drains  provided  or  remedied  ...  ...  ...  5 

Defective  sanitary  conveniences  remedied  ...  4 

Workshops  cleansed  ...  ...  8 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  ...  ...  5 

Nuisances  from  keeping  of  animals,  abated  ...  3 

si 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  J.  BUDDS, 
Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


24th  Jaxmary,  1910. 


Appendix. 


15 


BOURNE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


REPORT  OF  THE  INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES 

TO  THE 

Sanitary  Committee, 

Upon  the  General  Conditions  of  the  Cowsheds  and 
Dairies  throughout  the  District. 


January,  1909. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

In  obedience  to  your  request  for  a report  upon  the 
Cowsheds  and  Dairies  in  the  District,  I beg  to  present  the  follow- 
ing particulars  and  remarks;  having  now  become  conversant  with 
the  general  conditions  of  such  places  throughout  the  District. 

COWSHEDS. 

The  large  majority  of  the  sheds  are  dark  and  dirty  places,  ill- 
ventilated,  unpaved,  undi’ained,  and  frequently  almost  surrounded 
by  accumulations  of  manure  and  pools  of  filth,  and  are,  generally 
speaking,  quite  unfit  for  the  purpose  of  housing  dairy  cows. 

Proper  ventilation  (which  include  the  requisite  air  space)  and 
lighting,  are  conspicuous  by  their  absence,  and  with  regard  to 
cleanliness — the  Hanks  and  udders  of  the  cows  indicate  the,  all  to 
common,  condition  in  which  they  are  kept. 

In  some  glaring  instances  the  level  of  the  manure  in  the  crew- 
yard  decides  the  level  of  the  same  malodorous  material  serving  for 
floor  and  bed  in  the  cowshed. 

The  water  supply  is  in  many  cases  unsatisfactory,  and  in  others 
decidedlv  suspicious. 

DAIRIES. 

These  are  mostly  kept  in  a cleanly  manner,  and  in  some 
instances  are  in  a very  fair  condition  as  regardslight  and  ventilation, 
but  in  a number  of  cases,  on  account  of  their  situation,  it  is 
impossible  to  secure  the  necessary  through  ventilation  and 
communication  with  the  outer  air,  and  to  provide  them  with  proper 
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means  of  drainage,  because  the  floor  is  so  much  below  the  ordinary 
ground  level. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS  ORDERS,  1885-6. 

I must  refer  to  the  mistaken  idea  that  prevails  in  the  District, 
with  regard  to  the  liabilities  and  responsibilities  of  Cowkeepers. 

It  is  generally  considered  that  until  a cowkeeper  or  dairyman 
is  registered  as  such,  he  is  at  liberty  to  keep  dairy  cows  in  whatever 
manner  he  pleases,  or,  in  other  woz’ds,  tliat  the  Council  have  no 
power  to  compel  him  to  provide  and  maintain  those  conditions 
which  are  necessary,  for 

(a) .  The  health  and  good  condition  of  the  cattle  therein,  and 

(b) .  For  the  cleanliness  of  the  milk-vessels  used  therein  for 

containing  milk,  and 

(c) .  For  tlie  protection  of  the  milk  therein  against  infection  or 

contamination. 

This  idea  is  a most  mistaken  one,  and  should  be  corrected  at 
once. 

The  fact  of  not  being  a cowkeeper  or  dairyman  for  the  purpose 
of  selling  milk,  exempts  a person  from  registration  only,  and  does 
not  in  itself  affect  the  application  of  the  Order  as  a whole,  and  does 
not  involve  exemption  from  compliance  with  the  other  provisions 
of  the  Order. 

They  apply  to  any  building  in  the  District,  occupied  as  a dairy 
or  cowshed,  by  a person  following  the  trade  of  a cowkeeper  or 
dairyman,  and  this  includes  persons  carrying  on  these  trades  for 
the  purpose  of  making  and  selling  butter  or  cheese,  or  both. 

Articles  7 and  8 of  the  Order  of  1885  read  as  follows : — 

(7).  Construction  and  Water  supply  of  New  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  : 
(1).  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  following  the  trade 
of  cowkeeper  or  dairyman  to  begin  to  occupy  as  a dairy  or 
cowshed  any  building  not  so  occupied  at  the  commencement  of 
this  Order,  unless  and  until  he  first  makes  provision,  to  the 
reasonable  satisfaction  of  the  local  authority,  for  the  lighting 
and  the  ventilation,  including  air  space,  and  the  cleansing, 
drainage,  and  water  supply  of  the  same,  while  occupied  as  a 
dairy  or  cowshed. 
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, (2).  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  such  person  to  begin  so  to 
occupy  any  such  building,  without  first  giving  one  month’s 
notice  in  writing  to  the  local  authority  of  his  intention  to  do  so. 
(8).  Sanitary  State  of  All  Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  following  the  trade  of  cow- 
keeper  or  dairyman  to  occupy  as  a dairy  or  cowshed  any  building, 
whether  so  occupied  at  the  commencement  of  this  Order  or  not, 
if  and  as  long  as  the  lighting,  and  the  ventilation,  including  air 
space,  and  the  cleansing,  drainage,  and  water  supply  thereof, 
are  not  such  as  are  necessary  or  proper. 

These  are  the  two  articles  which  deal  mainly  with  the  condition 
of  all  cowsheds  and  dairies,  old  and  new,  and  you  will  have  noticed 
that  it  is  the  occupier  who  is  responsible  in  each  case,  and  also  that 
it  is  incumbent  upon  any  person  beginning  to  occupy  a builditig  as 
a cowshed,  to  give  one  month’s  notice  in  writing  to  the  Local 
Authority  of  his  intention  to  occupy,  thus  giving  the  authority  the 
opportunity  of  ascertaining  if  the  building  is  to  their  satisfaction, 
as  regards  the  matters  mentioned  in  Article  7. 

Any  person  guilty  of  a contravention  of  any  of  the  provisions 
of  this  Order,  is  liable  to  a penalty  of  £5,  and  in  the  case  of  a con- 
tinuing offence,  to  a further  penalty  of  40/-  for  each  day  after 
written  notice  of  the  offence  from  the  Local  Authority. 

The  knowledge  that  any  occupier  of  a cowshed  or  dairy  coming 
under  the  Order  is  responsible  for  its  condition,  structurally  and 
otherwise,  will  be  a great  and  unpleasant  surprise  to  many;  mean- 
ing an  expenditure  upon  improvements  of  premises  and  methods, 
hut  I should  not  be  doing  my  duty  as  your  Inspector  of  Dairies 
and  Cowsheds,  did  I not  at  the  outset,  remove  the  misconception 
referred  to  above. 

To  enable  me  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  Order  in  a 
uniform  manner,  and  to  obivate  the  necessity  of  reporting  contra- 
ventions to  the  Sanitary  Committee  which  can  be  remedied  without 
such  report,  and  to  prevent  the  delay  which  is  occasioned  thereby, 
I beg  to  recommend  that  particulars  of  minimum  requirements, 
and  essentials,  for  these  important  buildings  be  prepared,  covering 
the  following  matters — 
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(a) .  For  existing  cowsheds — 

Walls  Lighting 

Flooring  Drainage 

Ventilation  Manure  midden,  and 

including  air  space  Disposal  of  drainage 

(b) .  For  new  buildings,  or  premises  proposed  to  be  newly 
occupied  as  cowsheds  and  dairies. 

All  matters  referred  to  in  (a)  and  in  addition. 

Construction  Position 

Materials  Cubic  Space 

Tbe  particulars  and  suggestions  for  new  cowsheds  would  indi- 
cate what  this  Sanitary  Authority  aim  at  in  promoting  the 
sanitation  of  these  buildings  and  the  healthiness  of  the  cattle 
housed  therein. 

EEGISTEATION. 


I have  registered  all  the  persons  in  the  District  to  the  number  of 
22,  who  admit  that  they  are  carrying  on  the  trade  of  a cowkeeper 
and  dairyman,  for  the  purpose  of  selling  milk : but  there  are 
numerous  persons  selling  varying  quantities,  or,  as  much  as  they 
can  sell,  to  anyone  who  calls  for  it. 

In  some  of  the  villages,  the  whole  of  the  milk  required  is 
supplied  in  this  manner,  and  yet  the  vendors  plead  they  have  been 
informed  that  they  are  exempt  from  registration,  because  they  only 
supply  neighbours. 

I do  not  think  that  Section  6 of  Article  6 of  the  Order  was  in- 
tended to  cover  wholesale  evasions  of  this  kind,  as  evinced  by  the 
wording  of  the  Section,  which  is  as  follows : — 

6.  (6).  A person  who  sells  milk  of  his  own  cows  in  small 

quantities  to  his  workmen  or  neighbours, /or  their  accommodation, 
shall  not  /or  the  purposes  of  registration,  be  deemed  by  reason 
of  such  selling  only,  to  be  a person  carrying  on  the  trade. 

I should  like  the  direction  of  the  Council  upon  this  matter, 
first — As  to  whether  they  consider  that  the  persons  who  supply 
milk  to  a population  of  500  in  this  way,  come  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Section  I have  just  quoted,  when  the  milk  can  be  obtained 
from  any  one  of  the  several  vendors  in  the  village. 

Second — Whether  a person  who  sells  milk  to  several  neighbours. 
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when  there  is  a registered  dairyman  and  purveyor  of  milk  in  the 
immediate  vicinity,  can  be  considered  to  be  selling  milk  for 
the  accommodation  of  his  neighbours. 

There  are  several  such  persons. 

Some  traders  have  been  registered,  who  heretofore  have  been 
refused  registration  because  their  cowsheds  and  dairies  do  not 
comply  with  your  Kegulations.  I must  point  out  that  registration 
cannot  be  refused.  The  Local  Authority  must  register  every 
person  carrying  on  the  trade,  as  defined  by  the  Order,  and  registra- 
tion is  in  all  cases  antecedent  to  any  demands  to  be  made  under 
your  Regulations. 

I beg  respectfully  to  suggest  that  a Sub-Committee  of  the 
Sanitary  Committee  be  appointed,  in  order  to  consider  these 
matters  in  detail  for  ultimate  presentation  to  the  Council. 

A Plan  and  Section  of  a cowshed,  in  which  all  essentials  are 
embodied,  and  giving  800  cubic  feet  of  air  space  per  cow,  is  pre- 
sented herewith. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  J.  BUDDS, 
Inspector. 


J.  T.  MORRIS,  PRINTER  AND  STATIONER,  WEST  ST.,  BOURNE. 


